
Friday, March 4, 2022Friday, March 4, 202244  Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

NEED 
TO READ

In print and online, we 
are your No. 1 source 

for local news
Niagara Frontier 
Publications and 

www.wnypapers.com

ONLINE
wnypapers.com

► Catholic 
Charities ap-
peal 2022: 
Community 
support critical 
to easing pan-
demic’s effects 
for many

► Popular 
shopping pro-
gram expands

► Hochul an-
nounces new ef-
forts to support 
hospitality indus-
try with ‘more 
effi cient’ State 
Liquor Authority

► Higgins 
announces ap-
proval of legis-
lation honoring 
Indiana Hunt-
Martin

► Hochul 
warns of rising 
energy costs, 
directs utilities to 
work with con-
sumers

► NYS: 2 
free snowmobile 
weekends in 
March

► Six Flags 
Darien Lake to 
rebrand water-
park and debut 
new water slide

► Artpark 
announces ‘An 
Evening With 
Goose’

Use of all submitted letters and editorials is at the discretion 
of Niagara Frontier Publications. All entries should include the 
writer’s/organization’s name, number and address. Submis-
sions, which may be edited for content/style/accuracy, do 
not necessarily refl ect the opinion of NFP staff.OpinionsOpinions

PUBLISHER

Skip Mazenauer
GM/MANAGING EDITOR

Joshua Maloni
EDITOR IN CHIEF/SENTINEL EDITOR

Terrence P. Duffy
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA EDITORS

Joshua Maloni, Lucia Spiritosanto,
Toni Snyder
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

Colleen Rebmann, Jeff Calarco, 
Marcy Lombardo
CIRCULATION

Kim Wendt
ACCOUNTING/OFFICE MANAGER

Kim Wendt

PRODUCTION MANAGER/

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Wendy Juzwicki
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 

Lucia Spiritosanto, Toni Snyder
CLASSIFIED MANAGER

Toni Snyder
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Jennifer Walowitz
CONTRIBUTING 

PHOTOGRAPHERS/REPORTERS

Michael J. Billoni, Kevin and Dawn Cobello,  
Michael DePietro, Karen Keefe, Nathan 
Keefe, Wayne Peters, Mark Williams Jr., 
David Yarger

Grand Island Publishing Corp. 
Newspaper is printed in the U.S.A. and 
all rights reserved. © 2022 by Grand 
Island Publishing Corp. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any 
means without written permission of 
the publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts 
and photographs will be returned only 
if accompanied by a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

All letters, news releases and 
photos received will be treated as 
unconditionally assigned for publication 
or brochure and are subject to Grand 
Island Publishing Corp’s. unrestricted 
right to edit, comment or reject.

All original artwork, layout and design 
remain sole property of Grand Island 
Publishing Corp. Reproduction in whole 
or part of any advertisement is strictly 
forbidden.

Grand Island Publishing Corp. will 
not be liable for errors appearing in 
advertisements beyond replacement 
of the space occupied by the error. The 

publisher reserves the right to reject 
any advertisement at his sole discretion. 
Notification must be made in writing 
within one week of publication. Verbal 
notifications will not be accepted.

Grand Island Publishing Corp. does not 
knowingly accept any kind of fraudulent 
advertising. We suggest you investigate 
thoroughly any advertisement before 
you reply.

Verbal cancellations will not be accepted. 
Written authorization to cancel a display 
or commercial classified ad must be 
received by Grand Island Publishing 
Corp. before deadline for insertion.

The Tribune is published weekly.

Display Ads Deadline: MONDAY 5 PM

New York State Press Association, 
Niagara County Builders Association, 
Grand Island Chamber of Commerce, 
Wheatfield Business  Association Inc., 
Niagara River Region Chamber of 
Commerce, The Niagara USA Chamber.

              Niagara County 

Tribune/Sentinel
©2022 Niagara Frontier Publications

1859 Whitehaven Road 

Grand Island, N.Y. 14072

Phone (716) 773-7676
Fax (716) 773-7190

Editorial: 
Tribune@wnypapers.com

 Dispatch@wnypapers.com

Sentinel@wnypapers.com

   Advertising:
   NFPDesign@wnypapers.com

  Classifieds:
   NFPClassifieds@wnypapers.com

Circulation:
   NFPCirculation@wnypapers.com

Legals:
   legalnotice@wnypapers.com

Website:
 wnypapers.com

NIAGARA
FRONTIER
PUBLICATIONS

NYPA
NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

Founded February 14, 1987

Farm workers OT legislation will hurt 
those it’s trying to help

BY LEGISLATOR IRENE MYERS
When it comes to making 

decisions and/or setting policy, 
leaders are often told to be careful 
of the “law of unintended con-
sequences.” What this means is 
that, while you think you may be 
adopting legislation to address 
some particular issue, you may 
actually be creating negative 
outcomes that you did not expect. 
I am reminded of this when it 
comes to New York inching close 
to implementing a 40-hour over-
time threshold for farm laborers.

In 2019, legislation was passed 
that required time-and-a-half to 
be paid to farmworkers after they 
worked 60 hours of straight time 
in a week. In addition, a Farm 
Labor Wage Board was created 
to further review reducing the 
overtime threshold to 40 hours 
per week. Then just last month, 
this board voted 2-1 to adopt the 
40-hour threshold over the next 
decade for New York farms. It 
will initially be lowered (from 60) 

to 56 hours in 2024, and then de-
creased by four more hours every 
other year, reaching 40 hours in 
2032.

The sole member to cast a no 
vote on the Farm Wage Board 
was the president of the New 
York State Farm Bureau. The two 
members who voted yes have no 
experience in the agriculture in-
dustry. The vast majority of com-
ments on this proposed change 
were from farmers who pleaded 
with the board to understand the 
economics of farming, but these 
pleas were ignored.

Now, for those unfamiliar with 
the farm industry, you might be 
thinking to yourself that such a 
threshold seems reasonable. After 
all, other sectors of the economy, 
say manufacturing and retail, pay 
overtime after 40 hours. And as a 
union member myself, I certainly 
believe in worker rights and the 
need to treat people fairly. But 
agriculture is much different from 
other sectors of the economy, and 

this law will undoubtedly hurt the 
farmworkers it seeks to help.

Farms do not have the luxury to 
simply raise their prices to cover 
increases in costs. With things 
like competition with farms in 
other states and contracts within 
the supply chain, there is very 
little room to increase prices. So, 
farmers need to control costs and 
look for effi ciencies.

So, what did we see when the 
overtime threshold was lowered 
to 60 hours? Farmers capped 
their laborers at a 60-hour work 
week. Considering many work-
ers travel from other countries to 
work on our farms, they want to 
be able to work as much as pos-
sible to earn as much as possible. 
Thus, when the hours are capped, 
they earn less. This makes it 
more likely these workers will 
look for work on farms outside 
of New York state, putting our 
farms at a further disadvantage. 
This will lead to less agricultural 
production, diversifi cation, and 

job availability, severely impact-
ing counties like Niagara where 
agriculture and related busi-
nesses are a huge part of the local 
economy.

Thus, if the members of the 
Farm Wage Board had bothered 
to talk to any workers they were 
supposedly trying to help, they 
would have received a much-
needed lesson in farm economics, 
and understood these overtime 
changes are not supported. In-
stead, they adopted a policy full of 
unintended consequences.

Thankfully, this wrong-headed 
action by the Farm Labor Wage 
Board is not the fi nal word on the 
issue, but only a recommenda-
tion. The state labor commission-
er still must submit a report for 
public comment, with the ultimate 
decision left to Gov. Hochul. I en-
courage all of you to contact the 
governor’s offi ce and tell her this 
bad policy must be stopped, and 
we must protect our family farms.

United Way thanks sponsors
The United Way of Greater Niagara, in a press release, thanked Denise 

Abbott, left, of DeGraff Memorial Medical Park CWA Local 1168, and 
Nicolas Maniccia of KeyBank for chairing 2021’s campaign, “and for their 
commitment to the United Way. 

“Your contributions to our community do not go unnoticed, and we ap-
preciate everything you do to support the area where we all live and work. 
Thank you!” (Submitted photo)

‘Doctors with a Heart’ 
collects items for NiaCAP
Dr. Glenda Rose and Dr. Thomas Barba of Rose Chiropractic 

P.C. in Lewiston sponsored the 32nd annual “Doctors with a Heart” 
Day for their patients. In exchange for chiropractic services, non-
perishable food items were collected from the public to benefi t Ni-
agara Community Action Program’s food pantries.

Pictured are doctors Rose and Barba. 
Rose Chiropractic is located at 435 Ridge St., in Lewiston. For 

more information, or to make an appointment, call 716-754-9039.
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